ATTORNEY TEAM INSTRUCTIONS

Trial teams are made up of 4-6 students from a school. Each trial team will be given a complete trial case, with the fact patterns, witness statements and all supporting evidence. Each team is responsible for preparing BOTH sides of the case, and will actually try both sides of the case. You will try one side of the case in the morning, and the other side of the case in the afternoon. 


You will develop your witnesses from WITHIN your trial team. When you try your case, only two or three members of your team will serve as attorneys while the other two (or three) will serve as witnesses for your case. When you switch and try the other side of the case, you will switch and the team members who served as attorneys will become witnesses, and the witnesses will become lawyers. This change allows you to better prepare your case and your witnesses, because your trial team members serve as your witnesses.


Each attorney in the team will work together to prepare the appeals case, although only two attorney from each team are required to actually make the appeals argument. ALL attorneys in the team must be present in the Appeals Courtroom, however. And if all attorneys in the team would like to argue before the Appeals Court, that is fine.

Specifics about trials and appeals cases:

· Each trial team will participate in three trials: one on Thursday (morning or afternoon – refer to schedule), and two on Friday morning.
· Each trial will last approximately one hour.

· Pairings on Thursday will be blind. Pairings on Friday will be power-pairings, based on scores from Thursday trials.

· Additional witnesses or evidence must be presented to the Resource Staff and trial judge for approval before being presented in the trial. Attorneys may not create new witnesses or new evidence that alters the facts of the case to an extent that it is no longer balanced. 

· The Appeals Court will be headed by student justices, who will be guided by adult attorneys. The purpose of the YMCA Youth in Government Appeals Court is to give high school students a hands-on learning experience into constitutional law and issues, and the procedure of an appellate court.

· In the Appeals Court, students will be assigned a specific case and a specific side they are to argue in that case. While some students may be assigned a side of a case that they strongly disagree with, the function of the experience is to learn to read case law and apply it to the issue under consideration. It us understood that some students may be asked to argue in favor of or against a position that does not agree with their personal position. 

SUMMARY OF PROCEDURE IN TRIAL COURT

1. Court is called to order.

2. Judge announces the case, and the attorneys are introduced.

3. The judge states the charges against the defendant/nature of the case.

4. The prosecuting attorneys deliver opening statements.

5. The defense attorneys deliver their opening statements.

6. The prosecution calls their witnesses and conducts direct examination of those witnesses.

7. After each prosecution witness has been called and examined by the prosecution, the defense may cross-examine the witness.

8. After each cross-examination, the prosecution/plaintiff may conduct re-direct examination of its own witnesses if so desired.

9. The prosecution rests its case.

10.  The defense calls its witnesses and conducts direct examination of those witnesses.

11. After each defense witness has been called and examined by the defense, the prosecution may cross-examine the witness.

12. After each cross-examination, the defense may conduct re-direct examination of its own witnesses if so desired.

13. The defense rests its case.

14. The prosecution delivers its closing arguments.

15. The defense delivers its closing arguments.

OBJECTIONS

Attorneys may “object” either to the questions that the opposing attorneys ask, or to the answers the witnesses give. When making an objection, the attorney must stand and clearly state “Objection” and the reason for the objection. For instance, if a witness ask asked a question and adds information about which he has no person knowledge, the opposing attorney may say, “Objection. The witness lacks personal knowledge.” After the objection is stated, the judge will rule If the judge says the objection is “sustained” that means that the judge agrees with the attorney making the objection, and either the question or the answer must be restated. If the judge says the objection is “overruled” it means the judge has determined that the objection does not have merit. Remember – the judge’s ruling about this is final!

LIST OF OBJECTIONS TO QUESTIONS
1. Calls for an irrelevant answer.

2. Calls for an immaterial answer.

3. Calls for a conclusion by the witness.

4. Calls for an opinion by an inappropriate or incompetent witness.

5. Calls for a narrative answer.

6. Calls for a hearsay answer.

7. Leading the witness.

8. Repetitive (asked and answered.)

9. Beyond the scope (of the direct, cross, or re-direct examination.)

10. The question is confusing/misleading/ambiguous/vague or unintelligible.

11. Question calls for speculation.

12. The question is compound.

13. The question is argumentative.

14. The question calls for improper character evidence.

15. Lack of foundation.

LIST OF OBJECTIONS TO QUESTIONS
1. The witness lacks personal knowledge.

2. The answer creates a material fact not in the record.

3. The answer is irrelevant.

4. The answer is immaterial.

5. The answer is narrative.

6. The answer is unresponsive or volunteered.

APPEALS COURT

Each trial team must select at least two people to argue before the Appeals Court on the day the team is not trying their cases. All members of the Trial Team must help prepare the Appeals Case, and if all members choose to argue before the Appeals Court, that is fine. But the requirement is that at least two members of each Trial Team prepare and present arguments before the Appeals Court.

All appeals cases will be argued on Thursday. Attorney teams will receive schedules. Teams will present trials in the morning, appeals in the afternoon, or will present appeals in the morning and try their case in the afternoon.

There is one appeals case. Each attorney will receive the case via e-mail, and the case will be posted on the YIG website at www.scymcayig.org. Separate instructions on how to prepare your case will follow, and students will receive extensive training at the November 22th training session.

